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Thursday 8th November 2018

Term 4

Week 4

Kia ora Tātou,

REMINDER OF UPCOMING STRIKE ACTION MONDAY NOVEMBER 12th 2018
Please remember that school is closed on Monday 12th November due to Strike Action of all our teachers and leadership
team. If you would like to join in on our strike action we will be campaigning on the corner of Ponsonby, Newton and
Karangahape Road between 7.30am - 8.30am.
I do hope you are aware of the issues that we are campaigning for. We are pleased we are beginning to be heard with
the recent announcement of the allocation of 600 new staff in 2020 to address learning support concerns. However,
this is only one concern we’re campaigning for. The primary
issue is that there is a huge shortage of teachers available to
meet our current recruitment needs, and there has been a
steady reduction in people wanting to train as teachers. We
need our best and brightest to want to be teachers and a pay
jolt will help entice them to see teaching as a viable and noble
career option. With the 600 new positions starting in 2020,
where and who are we going to employ to fill them?
NZEI Regional Strike Day Colours (If you’d like to join us in our
campaign)
Show your support for the teachers
Blue – Auckland on 12/11
Green – North Island on 13/11
Red – Christchurch on 14/11
Purple – South Island & Yellow – Wellington on 16/11
We do thank you all for your support and patience.
ERO REVIEW AND REFLECTIONS
As you are aware, we had the Education Review Office visit and assess the school last week. They were very
complimentary of our staff and our commitment to addressing issues of equity and excellence – a major focus of ERO
in all schools throughout the country. They are confident that we are moving in the right direction in our ongoing
development and we look forward to the full report being published in a month’s time. I would like to thank all staff
and parents who participated positively in portraying the wonderful programmes we have in our school.
Ngā mihi nui,
Riki Teteina
Tumuaki

RUN JUMP AND THROW DAY – FRIDAY NOVEMBER 16th – GREY LYNN PARK
We’ve just been notified that the Grey Lynn park is available to us to hold our whole school athletics day. Unfortunately
they’ve provided us with short notice, but we’d like to take advantage of this opportunity. Please look out for an update
early next week regarding the schedule and timetable of events. To ensure a successful day we need parent/community
participation and support to help run and supervise activities on the day. Please talk to your child’s classroom teacher
if you are able to help out on the day. As the whole school will be walking to the park, we really need parent support in
supervising the walk to and from Grey Lynn Park on the day.

WALKING SCHOOL BUS - INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE
In 2017, and in Terms 1 & 2 of 2018 – we ran a successful Walking School Bus along the cycle track from the Nixon St
Park car park to school, leaving at 8.10am on every weekday. We believe there is interest in re-starting the Walking
School Bus and would like to invite all interested parents to a quick meeting at 8.30am on Wednesday 21st November.
Alternatively, please email Julie, our school secretary, registering your interest in participating and supporting the
Walking School Bus concept.

TAMARIKI-WHĀNAU-KAIAKO / CHILD-PARENTS-TEACHER
END OF YEAR CONFERENCES
We are using an online electronic appointment system for End of Year Conferences
To make this possible follow the link and booking reference provided.

5eu5y
Then simply click ‘Make a Booking’ and enter the Reference Code
BOOKING LINK: www.schoolinterviews.co.nz

REFERENCE:

Then following the instructions for you time slots on either
05 or 06 Hakihea / December 2018
Conferences start from 1.45pm and finish at 6.30pm.
The conferences are 15 minutes per slot.
Complete your booking/s by Whitinga-ā-rangi / November 21st 2018
You will receive a confirmation of your appointment time by email.
THE BOOKINGS ARE NOW OPEN.

COMMUNITY HEALTH NOTICE – CONTAGIOUS OR SERIOUS VIRUSES
The best prevention is early detection and treatment of the viruses and stopping the bacteria spreading.
The school has recently had reported cases of these serious and highly contagious illnesses such as:
Vomiting, Scabies, Strep Throat and Impetigo.
We can only prevent the spread of these diseases if everyone in our community is being pro-active in identifying,
treating and isolating children while they are recovering. Please note that most of these highly contagious illnesses can
have similar symptoms. Therefore, they can go undetected unless your doctor is aware that these illnesses are prevalent
in the school.
Over the next 2 weeks, some students are about to embark on whānau haerenga in the Auckland region and it is vital
that all participating are at their peak in health and well-being.
To find out more information about these conditions, please use the following links or call Healthline free on
0800 611 116 or you can also check www.healthpoint.co.nz.
Links:
Scarlett Fever
Strep Throat
Impetigo
Scabies

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL
In accordance with our school’s Health & Safety policy to administer any prescribed medication, the school requires
parental permission detailing information on dosage/volume and frequency. Admin staff will administer medication in
the office area only if a parental permission form is filled in. For safety and security, all medication must be held at the
office, including asthma inhalers.

SCOOTERS, SKATEBOARDS, BIKES
Students are encouraged to ride these to school. However, to protect the safety of others, students on wheels are to
get off these upon entry to the school grounds and in school hours.
Once entering into the school grounds, please ensure your child/children use the footpath.

BECOME AN ANGEL!
In the lead-up to Christmas, our school will be taking part in the Auckland City
Mission’s ‘Auckland’s Angels Appeal’.
You can support this wonderful initiative by bringing donations of funds, nonperishable food or new/unused, unwrapped Christmas gifts before the end of
November. In 2017, schools like ours helped the Mission to distribute 15,000 gifts
to children in our community, as well as over 4,500 emergency food parcels, and put
on an unforgettable Christmas lunch for 2,000 guests.
A collection point will be set up outside the office until November 30th where you will be able to donate non-perishable
food items and Christmas gifts. Monetary donations can be brought to Whaea Julie or donated online at
www.aucklandcitymission.org.nz.
Together, we can help make this a wonderful Christmas for struggling Auckland families! Thank you so much for your
support as we get behind this important community cause.
Arohanui,
Whaea Nicola x

KEEP THE RESPIRATORY QUESTIONAIRE COMING IN
We hope to reach a 70% return rate. So if you still have the Questionaire, complete it and return it to school asap. At
Newton, we have a high proportion of students and staff who suffer from a range of respiratory illness especially with
seasonal change and we believe this research would benefit us all.
DO YOU KNOW ANY SKILLED METALWORKERS?
Our Te Akapūkāea students would love to have their bags and shoes in specially made trolleys. We’ve looked at various
products in the market and realise we will need to build our own to withstand the weather challenges around our new
building. We’d love to discuss our design concepts with a skilled metalworker, so please contact us if you know of
someone.
INCIDENT OVER THE WEEKEND AND THE NEED FOR ALL OF US TO BE VIGILANT
This past weekend a member of our community noticed some smoke billowing from Te Akapūkāea and went to
investigate. They saw someone building a fire on the top floor balcony of Te Akapūkāea and intervened. They were
unable to identify or apprehend the offender, but were able to put out the fire. We are very thankful to our concerned
community member because if they had not intervened we could have been dealing with a serious arson attack on our
school. The security and support of our school does rely on our whole community keeping an eye out on the property.
We thank you all in your ongoing vigilance in protecting our school from vandalism.
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