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Thursday 9th August

Term 3 Week 3

Kia ora koutou NCS whānau,
The Board of Trustees cannot provide teaching or supervision for students during the upcoming strike
The NZEI has advised the Newton Central School Board of Trustees that the principal and teachers at our school
will be taking strike action on Wednesday 15 August 2018.
The Board has carefully considered the availability of teaching staff and decided that we cannot provide the
normal teaching services during the strike. It’s important that you make alternative arrangements for the care of
your child/children on the day of the strike as the school will be closed.
We know that this is inconvenient for parents and students alike, but please be assured that student safety is our
main concern.
Thank you for your understanding. Please contact Laurayne Tafa LTafa@cognitioneducation.com if you have any
queries relating to this decision.
As outlined above, school will be closed on Wednesday 15th August.
100% of Newton Central School teachers have joined NZEI as we are passionate about the issues that we are striking
about. We need to be given time to plan and teach, we need more support for students with additional learning needs,
and remuneration needs to be at a level in which we can attract and retain outstanding teachers. If you’d like to provide
active report, note that our teachers will be marching up Queen Street on Wednesday 15 August. We’ll be meeting at
11am at Fort Street for the March up Queen Street arriving by 12pm for a Rally at Aotea Square. The event will be on
rain or shine, and families are welcome.
At the same time, TOMORROW, 10th August, Newton Central School will be taking part in a nationwide launch of a pay
equity for ‘support staff’ pledge. This is for kura, communities, friends and whanau to sign to say they support equitable
pay for those doing what has traditionally been viewed as women's work. Pay equity needs to be addressed to ensure
our females now, and into the future, are recognized for the extremely important community work they do – whether
it is nursing, teaching, or support teaching. Our Kaiawhina – Ally, Raiha, Natasha, Helen, Diane, Bree & Brittany, are
essential in our efforts to ensure we can provide individualized support to students with additional learning needs.
Details of the launch:
•
•
•

Friday, 10th August at 11.15 am in Te Aka Pukaea kauta/covered outdoor area.
Whaea Ally will open and briefly speak about the pledge.
Lola H (Rm 13) will give a talk on what pay equity means to her.

Riki Teteina
Tumuaki

*** SCHOOL PRODUCTION *** SCHOOL PRODUCTION *** SCHOOL PRODUCTION ***
At the end of this term (Week 10) Newton Central School is looking forward to presenting our bi-annual whole school
production, showcasing the talents of our amazing tamariki!
Please note these important dates: Monday 20th August
Wednesday 19th September
Thursday 20th September at 6:00pm

Tickets go on sale at school office
Whole day dress rehearsal
Evening performance

Where – Dorothy Winstone Centre, Auckland Girls Grammar School, Howe Street
Ticket prices:
Adults – $20
Children – $10 (school-aged children from another school)
Preschoolers – free (under-5s must sit on an adult’s knee)

REHEARSALS
ALL children will be involved in a classroom performance and will be required for both the whole day rehearsal and the
evening performance. Children will need to be at the theatre from 5:15pm on performance night.
Classroom teachers will be in touch with whānau to ask for assistance – costumes, props, performance expertise and
more! We know how generous you are with your time and talents, so please be ready to help out with what is always
an incredible night of theatre.
TICKETS
Tickets go on sale from Monday 20th August, with two tickets available per family initially, to ensure families don’t miss
out. Once everyone has had the opportunity to purchase two tickets, any additional tickets available for purchase will
go on sale from Monday 3rd September.
ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUAL ARRIVAL
Many thanks to the families who arrive at school before the bell and attend on a regular basis. It is your responsibility
to inform the school if your child will be late or absent. You may email Julie at julie@newton.school.nz, ring on 3786
883 & leave a message or text 0273115610.
If your child is late, to ensure your child is not marked as absent, a late pass must be obtained from the office and the
child must sign in the register. Please ensure you fulfill this responsibility in the interest of your child’s safety. Please
note that late arrival at school and consistent absences have a negative effect on your child and other children’s learning.
Children need to be at school early in order to be ready for the day e.g. putting away their book bag, catching up with
friends and getting ready to focus on their learning. This is difficult when they arrive on the bell or later.
Please value our efforts and the needs of your child/children. Ensure they arrive at school on time and that absence is
minimised.
Also, please note the Ministry of Education’s policy on attendance can be found on their website. Please note their
response to the following question on the MOE website:
Can I take my child out of school during term time to go on holiday?
No, a holiday is not a good enough reason to take your child out of school, so holidays should be planned outside of term
time.
Events like a birthday or a special day’s shopping aren’t considered valid reasons for being away from school either.
If you feel that the reason for your child’s absence has the potential to enhance their educational progress, you may
choose to write a letter to the principal requesting special dispensation, outlining the educational benefits of such a
trip. It is at the principal’s discretion whether to approve such leave.
Thank you in anticipation.
NEW PUPIL
We welcome Holly (Room 7) and her family to our community. We look forward to their journey of growth and learning
with us.
THANK YOU
Many thanks to Rebecca & Dzin Alekzander, parents of Lily and Ruby, for answering our call for help and providing a
generous donation to keep bees at Newton Central School for another year.
TRAVELWISE COMPETITION
Design a poster and/or postcard advertising ONE or more of the following road safety and travel wise messages:
§“Kiss and drop off”– Reduce congestion at the school gates
§ “Park & walk” – Reduce congestion at the school gates
§ “Park & exit on the right”
§ “Always use the Kea crossing”
§ “Respect parking rules”
§ “Cars on the road, people on the footpaths”
§ “Always park beside the footpath”
§ "Be car-free, be travel wise”
§ “Save our planet, be travel wise”
§ “Use a booster seat till you are over 148cm”
Posters & postcards must be - A4 size, eye-catching, easy to read at a glance, include a picture AND use one of the
messages above. Please remember to write your name and room number at the back.
The top 4 winning POSTERS will be made into A2 sized placards (signs). The top 4 winning POSTCARDS will be used as
school Travelwise flyers.

Each winning designer will also receive a PRIZE pack at school assembly in Week 4.
All entries must in the Road Safety box in the school office by Monday 13 thAugust 3pm.

CROSS COUNTRY STORIES BY CHILDREN IN ROOM 4
The Cross Country Race by Elizabeth
I felt I was great and I said to myself,
“I can do this!”
But I was feeling exhausted and I was panting for breath.
I was a winner and I zoomed away on the track.
My family cheered for me. I waved back and got energy from them and I ran faster and I felt my brain was off and I felt
like a winner.
The Cross Country Race by Ana
I felt nervous about getting my pink shoes muddy in the forest.
When I got to the bottom court I slowed down because I was out of breath.
The Cross Country Race by Chinmay
Do you know what cross country is?
Well it is a running competition where I had to run with the Year ones.
I nearly came sixth place but I came seventh place.
I felt like I was running on my Dad’s treadmill.

YUMMY STICKERS
This year we continue to collect the Yummy stickers and the cut out from the apple bag. We would appreciate all
families and friends of the school to help by munching apples and bringing in those stickers! Collect the Yummy cut-

out labels from bags (each cut-out label is worth 10 stickers) and individual Yummy apple stickers for our school’s
share of the $200,000 free DG Sport sports gear prize pool. Yummy apples are available from New World, Pak'n Save
and participating Four Square stores. The more you collect, the more sports gear we get so get going and start
collecting your Yummy cut-out labels and stickers now!
Stickers sheets available here: http://www.yummyfruit.co.nz/pdf/Sticker_Collection_Sheet.pdf
COMMUNITY HEALTH NOTICE – CONTAGIOUS OR SERIOUS VIRUSES
Recently during this changeable season, the school has had a number of serious viruses or highly contagious illnesses
such as vomiting, high temperatures, diarrhoea, strep throat, reported as the reason for student absences.
As a school we wish to draw the attention of the wider community, so together we can all be proactive and action some
preventative measures or extra vigilant.
The best prevention is early detection and treatment of the viruses and stopping the bacteria spreading.
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL
In accordance with our school’s Health & Safety policy to administer any prescribed medication, the school requires
parental permission detailing information on dosage/volume and frequency. Admin staff will administer medication in
the office area only if a parental permission form is filled in. For safety and security, all medication must be held at the
office, including asthma inhalers.
SCOOTERS, SKATEBOARDS, BIKES
Students are encouraged to ride these to school. However, to protect the safety of others, students on wheels are to
get off these upon entry to the school grounds and in school hours.
Once entering into the school grounds, please ensure your child/children use the footpath.
NEWTON CENTRAL’S 6 -7 YEAR OLDS INVOLVED IN AN INTERNATIONAL STUDY ON RESPIRATORY HEALTH
Researchers from the Department of Paedatrics at the University of Auckland are involved in an International Study on
Respiratory Health and have invited all 6-7 year old children at Newton to participate.
As a parent/guardian you will recieve a sealed brown envelope containing Information on the research project and the
team, a Parental consent form and the Questionaire (New Zealand Survey of Breathing, Nose and skin Problems for
Parents of Primary School Children) for you to complete.
We ask that you answer all questionaires promptly to the school office. Your child will recieve a small token of thanks.
Your particiaption in this research will be held confidental and will provide important information.
On behalf of Auckland University, we thank you for your support.

COMMUNITY NOTICE

