Newton Central School Newsletter
Tēnā Koutou

Malo e Lelei Talofa Lava
Bula Vinaka
Fakaalofa Lahi Atu
Ciao
Johm RiabSua
néih hóu
Selamat pagi
Konnichiwa
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Kia Orana

Thursday 31st May

Term 2

Week 5

Kia ora koutou NCS whānau,
Yesterday we had Prime Minister Jacinda Adern visit our school, allowing many of our students
an opportunity to meet her. I was immensely proud of the way our community provided a warm
welcome for Jacinda and she was impressed with the confidence and beautiful singing of our
students, as well as our new building – Te Aka Pūkaea.
At a special assembly, Jacinda provided an opportunity for our tamariki to ask her questions
about her role, which was highly entertaining for everyone in attendance. Besides the suggested
names our students gave for her new baby (Shay, Gerard, Charlotte, Ivy or Damien), Jacinda is
very keen for our kids to help her with a new name.
I’d also like to thank my leadership team for passionately voicing concerns about
the educational challenges facing our school to Jacinda. They particularly
focused on the challenges of learning support, lack of funding (meaning an over
reliance on fundraising), difficulties in hiring and retaining staff, and workload.
Jacinda was very open and responsive to hearing the challenges we are facing
here at Newton Central and we are hopeful that more will be done to support
education initiatives into the future.
FAREWELL MATUA JASON DANIELS
Last week we said farewell to Mātua Jason from Whānau Awahou. Jason has
been an integral part our Māori Medium programme for the last 5 years and was a valued member of our staff. Jason
was a key figure in organising many of our cultural events and was always behind the scenes ensuring events and
activities ran smoothly. We wish Jason all the best in his next endeavours.
This week we welcomed Adriana Edwards and she has been quick to develop a positive rapport with students, parents
and staff. We wish her every success into the future.
PICK UP & DROP OFF
It is important we practice the highest levels of safety when we are dropping off and picking up our children, and that
we are being responsible role models. Recently we’ve had a string of incidents occur from parents crashing into staff
cars, and Kea Crossing Staff being abused for trying to ensure the safety of our students. I ask for everyone to be
respectful of the road laws and of our kaiako who volunteer their time after school to ensure everyone gets to and from
school safely.
Pick off and drop off rules are as follows:
1.

2.

3.
4.

The building directly behind our crossing has a council
approved drop off and pick up zone for our community.
a. For drop off, all users must stay in their car and have their
children ready to alight quickly. Do not get out of your car.
b. For pick up, all drivers must stay in their car to ensure full
access. Either arrange for your child to wait for you at the pick
up/drop off area (for children in Yrs 2 & above), or contact Julie
at the school office and we will arrange for Senior Students to
pick up your children from class and have them ready at the
school crossing for quick collection. Do not get out of your car.
If you need to drop or pick up your child at the class there are very limited options for car parking. We encourage
families to either walk or cycle to school, or arrive 20 minutes before school starts, or 10 minutes after school
finishes.
Parking in driveways or on broken yellow lines is illegal and parking wardens regularly patrol the area.
The Monmouth Street Carpark is for staff and drop off for disabled people only. Do not use it as a drop off site as
you put pedestrians at risk when you reverse out of the area.

If you would like to complain about the challenges of vehicle access to our school, please contact Auckland Transport.
The more people complain, the more likely action will be taken to improve the pick off and drop off areas.
With community support, we can provide other options. The Nixon Car Park Walking School Bus success is based on all
parents who are using the service volunteering to supervise students at least once a fortnight. If you would like to join
this initiative, please contact the school office. It has recently been suspended due to lack of support, but with renewed
interest could start again.
Finally, we would also appreciate parent support with Kea Crossing:

Kea Crossing Patrol - Parent Supervisors 2018
Ngāmihi e Whānau/Parents/Caregivers
The school would greatly appreciate parental help with supervision of the crossing in collaboration
with the teachers. If you are able to assist with supervising the kea crossing patrollers either 8.30 –
8.55am or 2.45 – 3.10pm during the week, please let Josephine know by contacting the office or by
email Josephine.mckendrey@newton.school.nz .

Riki Teteina
Tumuaki
MEd Admin (Hons.), B. Ed, Dip Tchg
Celebrating difference, diversity and success
Monmouth St, Newton, Auckland 1021
Tel: 09 3786883

Tamariki-Whānau-Kaiako
Mid-Year Conferences
27 & 28 Pipiri/June 2018
SCHOOL WILL BE OPEN FOR LEARNING 8:55 AM – 1:00 PM
We will use an online electronic appointment system for Mid-Year Conferences
To make this possible follow the link and booking reference provided.
BOOKING LINK: http://schoolinterviews.co.nz

EVENT CODE: b77e2

Then simply follow the booking instructions and select your time slot for either
Wednesday 27 June or Thursday 28 June.
Conferences start from 1.45pm and finish at 6.30pm.
The conferences are 15 minutes per slot.
We ask that you complete your booking by Thursday 8 June 2018
You will receive a confirmation of your appointment time by email.
THE BOOKINGS ARE NOW OPEN.

GOING LIVE OUR NEW REPORTING SYSTEM - LINC-ED
Before we can launch our new reporting system the school needs to ensure that our parent contact email addresses are
up-to-date and you, our parents and caregivers, are receiving our community notices, general emails and weekly
newsletter.
So we need your involvement in informing us if you have changed your email details in the last year or 6 months.
Otherwise you will not receive your child/ren’s report. Please contact via phone or email if you need this updated.
NEW PUPIL
We welcome Berlin and his family to our community and wish him all the best as they join Whānau Awahou and Te Aka
Pūkaea.
SCHOOL CLOSED
We will be closed on Monday 4th June for Queens Birthday.
SENIOR CROSS COUNTRY
Newton Central school participated in the annual Inner City schools cross country today. The team ran extremely well
and were super ambassadors for our school.
Payton Room 5 placed an amazing 11 in the 9 year old girls. Well done!
I would like to thank our parents for their support walking the children to and from Grey Lynn Park. Also a special
mention to Emma Morris and Tom Locke for organizing Sunday practices for the children.

ART EXHIBITION
Please remember our School Art Exhibition on Thursday 14th June from 5:30pm – 7:30pm. Your child/children will each
have a piece of art work on display and each class will have a collaborative piece for auction. As this is a major school
fundraiser I am asking that you help by donating food items for sale. Watch out for an email tomorrow detailing which
items we would like each class to contribute. We would also ask for home-baking for sale on the night – cupcakes, slices
etc. These sell well. We have a liquor license so there will be wine/mulled wine and beer for sale.
Looking forward to another great community event.
Sheila Buchanan
HELPING OUR COMMUNITY
A family in our community is going through a significant period of hardship, with Victor and Elina’s dad Siua suffering a
stroke a few weeks ago. While it is difficult to know how to best help out in this situation, Siua’s workmates have set
up a givealittle page to support the family and Kate has given us permission to publish it here. Anyone who wishes to
donate can follow the link https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/siua-togapuna-support-and-rehabilitation/donations
Thank you.

NEWTON ROAD SAFETY POSTER COMPETITION
For those students who participated in our school Road Safety Poster competition, thank you. There were many fantastic
posters to choose from, however after a lot of deliberation these are our winners:
1st place Ameila in room 13 & highly recommended went to Lily in room 6 and Bryn in room 13.
1st place Vedaanshi in room 6 & highly recommended went to Ruby Grey in room 6 and Victor in
room 13.
These winning posters will now be entered into the national Road Safety Poster competition run by Brake (national road
safety charity).
Winning entries will be made into a large banner to be displayed outside our school or in the local community. Plus,
winning children will receive vouchers for themselves.
Well done our winning students.
Year 3 and 4:
Year 5 & 6:

Amelia

Vedaanshi

Travelwise prize pack

TRAVELWISE TREE
Last week, every child, parent and caregiver that travelwised to school (walk, scooter, bike, car pool, park & walk, bus
or train) were invited to put a leaf on the Travelwise Tree with their name on it.
Over the week, and despite the terrible weather, the tree grew as students and whanau started to travelwise to school
more frequently. Thank you to everyone that participated and congratulations to those students that managed to
travelwise to school for the WHOLE week!

HELP NEEDED – OUR HOLE IS ALMOST DUG!
A big thank you to Ross and Jordi Scott-Smith for the assistant in digging for our new deck outside Te Whare Tapere in
the rain last Friday. We still need a to dig down a further 25cm. All able-bodied people who are available on Tuesday
– please come along with a spade and help Ross out.
MEDICATION IN SCHOOLS
It’s come to our attention that some children are coming to school with medication and keeping them in their bags. To
administer any prescribed medication, the school requires parental permission detailing information on dosage/volume
and frequency. Admin staff will only administer medication with permission in the office area. For safety and security,
all medication is to be held at the office, including asthma inhalers.
CELL PHONES
We understand a growing number of students carry cellphones to school for safety and to alert parents of their arrival
or departure. All cellphones must come to the office each morning on arrival and be collected on departure each
afternoon. This is for safety and protection. Once handed we do not answer the phone should it ring.
BEFORE SCHOOL CARE
We are operating from 7.00am - 8.30am for a cost of $5.00 per day, with light breakfast provided. This is a great
opportunity for parents who work in the early mornings. If you are interested and would like to enrol your child to
attend this service, please contact the BASC supervisor by email: after-school.care@newton.school.nz.
BUCKETS
Our 'Bucket Drummers' need your help. If you have any clean, reasonable white buckets that you no
longer need or can find bulk buckets for our students to do their drumming lessons with, they would
be much appreciated if you could donate the buckets to them. Buckets can be dropped off at Whaea
Helen's office off Room 5.

TE RA
We show our school values by following the expected
routines:
Truth - I am honest about where I put my belongings.
Excellence - I make the right choices.
Respect - I help keep our school environment tidy.
Aroha - I take care of my own and others’ belongings.

