Gifted Education - Whanau Paua Meeting

Thursday 21st May 2009

5:30 - 8pm Newton Central Staffroom

Present: Sheila Buchanan, Ruth Lemon, Chris Herbert, Josephine Mckendrey, Lynley Nichols, Chris Diggins, Ardis Cochrane, Charlotte Irvine & Sonny Ashby, Sian Northfield , Judith Murphy, Meredith, Tracey McAllister, Aroha Hathaway, Kay Ellmers, Emma Waru, Richard Benson, Malcolm Nuttall.

Apologises: Melanie Cooper, Peter Casey, Hoana Pearson, Tamsin Hanly

Agenda

1. Chris Herbert - Head of Assessment Team at Gifted Education Centre Will speak 5:30 – 6:15pm. She will go through the assessment information BIA results given to parents & teachers in general and what it means.

2. Touch base on blogg – status. Josephine will email out the details to Whanau Paua. It will be linked to the school website. http://newtonwhanaupaua.blogspot.com/.
3. Mission & Policy statements final feedback add comments to the blogg/website by 10/06/09
· Meeting prior to full meeting week 6 11/6/09 to collate feedback from blogg etc 5:30pm Room 17
4. Developments at school term 2 
5. Any other queries we can add on at meeting

Chris Herbert – contact details

chris.herbert@giftededucation.org.nz, 

www.giftededucation.org.nz, 

(09) 845 4176

· Brief overview of her background area of work & opportunities for students who are gifted.

· BIA – assessment Verbal ability, visual matching & concept formation screen. Her observations from the assessments & characteristics of students whoa re identified i.e. pencil grip, pre-schoolers who are non speakers.  Twice exceptional i.e. dyslexia, aspergers 

· Gifted Education Centre – screening, interview with student, information they collect from parents & school, The younger students benefit as much as the senior students.  Reports from the Centre are really informative 

· Gifted Kids Programme – google for information which is another place to get access 

· General questions & feedback

· How do you explain to your child about giftedness

· Gender Bias in testing – currently research is underway. Be consistent with type of feedback given to your child that it isn’t following a stereotype response

· How did we select our students for screening – Collectively from teachers, assessment & is on-going.

· Future developments for parents/students – Intermediate/secondary School. Ponsonby Intermediate has programmes which, support students with giftedness. 

· Queries around inclusion in programmes & information going out to parents?

· One Day School – teachers are really happy for students to attend. See the social link very important for our giftedness. Small ratio is a positive. Different personalities suit different options.  

· Developments at school term 2 – some topics will continue all year. We hope to developed programmes for year1-3  
· Sheila – writing will continue over the year. Sheila shared the vision on the magazines project. Students will use In-design computer programme. Writing different genre, language types & across different themes. Students are working in pairs & will be crafting 1 special individual piece, 

· Sheila – will be doing an extension group s=for students in maths. Financial reports & statistics. Projects. Y4-8 used on PAT results.

· Tamsin – Josephine read out feedback. Action Learning model – Gwen Garwith.  Teacher introduces bi idea/s using motivating activities.  Students develop questions that arise form big idea. With some Teacher direction students work on their individual project inquiry where-ever it may take them.  They research their questions. Students decide on the format to present work back to the class. Parent help at home with researching with child, discussion etc but not to do the work for them.

· Ruth – Animation project. Shared developments so far. Aiming to keep time calm, stress free. No set homework as such but hope they collect information/ideas to bring to their next lesson.

· Feedback form group really pleased about the developments Term 2

· ? Term 3 Production how will this impact on students who are involved in multi-programmes. Josephine & staff will take concern to staff when planning topic.

· If any parent within Whanau Paua can help with leading a group we are happy to make this happen.

· Feedback students experiencing anxiety around performance issues/workload/being challenged needing support with transitioning to Thursday’s classes. Some students hadn’t been challenged for a long time.  Students to get to reach his potential.

· Celebrating Giftedness of our children/students google Silverman 

· Next meeting Wednesday 17th June week 8 check website 

· Chair next meeting: Ardis Cochrane send agenda items to her prior to next meeting 10/06/09
· Minutes: Aroha

· Agenda: 
· Orientation for new parents

· Resources – establish a process Chris

· Mission & Policy statement 

· Whanau Paua website link to go into newsletter

· Procedural For Meeting – orientation within a meeting time within agenda time for new parents. Expectation for any new parents to investigate the website & contact these parents Ardis Cochrane, Chris Diggins, Tracey McAllister, Aroha Hathaway & Malcolm Nuttall.

Meeting closed: 7:40pm

